RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

In this branch pupils will explore the Jewish festival of Passover, learning how it commemorates the liberation of the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt and continues to be celebrated by Jewish families today through the Seder meal and symbolic foods such as unleavened bread. They will consider how this festival provides important context for Christians in understanding the Last Supper as a Passover meal in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. Pupils will make simple connections between Passover, the Last Supper and the Eucharist, recognising how Christians understand Jesus as the Paschal Lamb whose death and resurrection bring freedom from sin and establish a new covenant with God. The branch also includes an encounter with Islam, where pupils explore aspects of Muslim belief and practice, such as the Five Pillars, and learn how Muslims live out their faith in daily life while appreciating the rich cultural traditions of Islam.

ENGLISH
This term, the children will explore the enchanting story Leon and the Place Between by Angela McAllister. Through this magical text, they will develop their reading, speaking and writing skills by using descriptive language, exploring characters and settings, and creating their own imaginative writing. The children will have opportunities to write for different purposes, including setting descriptions, diary entries and their own fantasy narratives, while continuing to develop their spelling, punctuation and grammar skills.
Linked to our Ancient Egyptian topic, the children will also study The Egyptian Cinderella. They will compare this traditional tale with the familiar Cinderella story, explore the Ancient Egyptian setting and culture within the text, and use it as inspiration for further creative writing activities.

MATHEMATICS

This term, the children will develop their understanding of geometry and statistics. In geometry, they will explore turns and angles, identify right angles, compare angles, and recognise horizontal, vertical, parallel and perpendicular lines. They will also describe, draw and make a range of 2-D and 3-D shapes using accurate mathematical vocabulary. In statistics, the children will learn to read, interpret and create pictograms, bar charts and tables, as well as collect and represent their own data. Alongside these new areas of learning, the children will take part in regular consolidation activities to revisit key skills from across the year, strengthening their confidence, fluency and problem-solving abilities.



HISTORY

This term, the children will travel back in time to explore the fascinating civilisation of Ancient Egypt. They will learn when and where the Ancient Egyptians lived, investigate the importance of the River Nile, and discover the role of pharaohs, pyramids, gods and goddesses in Egyptian society. The children will explore life in Ancient Egypt through topics such as mummification, hieroglyphics, leisure activities and the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb. They will also learn about significant figures, including Cleopatra and Howard Carter, while developing their historical enquiry skills by studying sources, considering different viewpoints and comparing aspects of Ancient Egyptian life with life today.

SCIENCE

This term, the children will be developing their scientific enquiry skills, which they will apply throughout their learning in Key Stage 2. They will learn how to ask relevant scientific questions, plan and carry out simple practical investigations and fair tests, and make careful observations using a range of equipment. The children will gather, record and present their findings through drawings, labelled diagrams, tables and charts, before using their results to draw conclusions and make predictions. They will also be encouraged to explain their ideas clearly, identify patterns, differences and similarities, and suggest ways in which an investigation could be improved. Each lesson builds upon previous learning, helping the children to become confident, curious and independent young scientists.

DT:

Linked to our Ancient Egyptian topic, the children will investigate how the Ancient Egyptians used a shaduf to lift water from the River Nile for farming. They will explore how levers work, learning key vocabulary such as load, fulcrum and counterweight, before carrying out practical investigations into balance and movement. Using their findings, the children will design and make their own model shaduf, carefully selecting materials and considering how it will lift a load effectively. They will then test and evaluate their finished product, identifying strengths and suggesting improvements to their design.
