RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

In this Branch, pupils will explore how Jesus’ feeding of the multitude prepares for the gift of the Eucharist and reflects God’s care for his people in the desert. They will focus on the Liturgy of the Eucharist as the second main part of the Mass, revisiting the Mass as a whole and understanding it as a celebration of Jesus’ death and Resurrection and a great act of thanksgiving. Pupils will learn about what happens during the Eucharistic liturgy, including key prayers and responses, and how Catholics participate through word, gesture, and song. They will deepen their understanding of the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and reflect on how receiving Holy Communion transforms believers, calling them to live as part of the Body of Christ in the world.

ENGLISH
This half term, our English work will be based around the book The Firebird. The children will develop their reading comprehension and inference skills by exploring characters, settings and events in the story, supported by drama and discussion. Later in the term, they will learn about the features of a biography and plan and write their own biography. Guided reading and comprehension sessions will continue throughout the half term. In grammar lessons, we will revisit conjunctions, sentence structure and the use of ambitious vocabulary in writing.

MATHEMATICS

This half term, mathematics learning will focus on Fractions followed by Mass and Capacity.

Fractions work will begin by developing secure understanding of unit and non-unit fractions. Children will explore denominators and numerators, recognise fractions as part of a whole, and compare and order fractions with the same denominator. They will represent fractions using bar models, number lines and real-life contexts, and begin to understand equivalent fractions through practical and visual approaches. Pupils will also interpret fractions on scales, linking this learning to measurement.

Following this, pupils will move on to Mass and Capacity, where they will learn to read and interpret scales accurately. They will measure mass in grams and kilograms, compare and find equivalent masses, and add and subtract mass. Children will then explore capacity and volume, measuring in millilitres and litres, comparing amounts, and solving practical problems involving addition and subtraction. Throughout the unit, there is a strong emphasis on reasoning, estimation and real-world application .

HISTORY

Our history topic this half term is The Anglo-Saxons. Children will develop a chronologically secure understanding of this period in British history, exploring who the Anglo-Saxons were, where they came from, and why they settled in Britain.

Pupils will investigate daily life in Anglo-Saxon villages, clothing, food, beliefs and laws, and learn about significant figures such as Alfred the Great. They will examine historical sources and artefacts, including the mystery of Sutton Hoo, to understand how historians build knowledge of the past. Throughout the unit, children will be encouraged to use accurate historical vocabulary, ask thoughtful questions, and compare Anglo-Saxon life with modern Britain.


SCIENCE

This unit ‘Forces and Magnets’ takes children through six lessons where they learn how to: compare how things move on different surfaces; notice that some forces need contact between 2 objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance; and observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and not others. Children learn how to compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials; describe magnets as having 2 poles, and they learn how to predict whether 2 magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which poles are facing.

DT:

In DT, children will link their learning to history by making Anglo-Saxon bread. They will explore simple recipes, ingredients and methods that would have been used during the Anglo-Saxon period. Pupils will follow a sequence of steps, measure ingredients carefully, and evaluate their finished product, reflecting on how food and technology have changed over time.
