
Reading Workshop
Reception



What are we going to cover?

• The importance of reading.

• How we teach phonics and reading at 
school.

• Supporting your child with reading at 
home.







Early Reading at St Catherine Catholic Primary 
School 

School mission for reading: Every child to be a fluent 
and passionate reader.  

Early Reading
• Reading and books are at he heart of our curriculum. 
• Children are read to every day in school. 
• Children take part in daily phonics sessions. 
• Pupils take part in Guided reading sessions three 

times a week. 



What is phonics? 



What is phonics?

Matching the sounds to letters or groups of 
letters.  



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our  
programme to teach 
early reading and 
spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised



At St Catherine we use Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds- an early phonics and reading 
scheme of work. 





• These are the first group of letters 
and sounds your child will learn.

• We start teaching from week 2 of 
Reception.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, 
engaging and have been designed to 
gradually build over time.

This term we are teaching Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


• Teacher-led blending is 
taught throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim to is to teach every 
child to blend by Christmas.

• We will inform you if your 
child needs additional 
practice.

We teach blending so your child learns to read



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children are now learning to read 
the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, 
the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



Spelling

Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the 
graphemes they have been taught.
They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also 
have handwriting lessons.



• Say the word.
• Segment the sounds.
• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:
• Timetabled three times a 

week
• taught by a trained 

teacher/teaching assistant
• Taught in small groups
• Children in Reception will 

bring a book home by week 5 
of the first half-term.

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your 
child?



This means that your child 
should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky 
words in their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their 
reading will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out 
about 5% of the words by the 
time they bring the book home –
but they should be able to do this 
on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



How can you help your child at home?

Read to your child. 
Listen to audio books. 
Listen to them read their reading book/
look at the picture book- Please sign the 
yellow reading records.   
Encourage them to form the letters correctly.  
and write any sounds they can hear. 





The shared book is for YOU to 
read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as 

you can by changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you 

can:
• Introduce new and exciting 

language
• Encourage your child to use new 

vocabulary
• Make up sentences together
• Find different words to use
• Describe things you see.

Shared reading book brought home on a Monday. 



Book bag 



Useful websites for Parents

Please find a list of websites that you may find useful in helping you and your child
learn about phonics. Games and fun activity websites are also included.
http://jollylearning.co.uk/ - Games and information for parents
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ - many games to play
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/ - fun games for the 
children
to play
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html - fun games for the children to play
http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/kentict/kentict_home.cfm - fun games for the
children to play and information for parents
http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/ - fun games for the children to play
http://www.starfall.com/ - fun games for the children to play
http://www.firstschoolyears.com/ - fun games for the children to play
BBC Bitesize - many games to play covering all areas of the curriculum
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/





Thank you for listening.

Please feel free to come and talk me if you have any 
questions. 


