
31st January 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In Monday’s assembly we heard the 
story of Jesus preaching in the                   
synagogue. He says: ‘The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because He 
has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s                     
favour.’  

We were reminded in this scripture 
passage of the special                   
Jubilee year ahead—’Pilgrims of 
Hope’ and our call to know and share 

the hope that God brings.  

‘With God life is an endless hope. 

Without Him life is a hopeless end’ 

This week the children were asked to 

think about how they can grow their 
friendship with God during this very 
special year ahead.  

Have a lovely weekend everybody 

Mr Doherty 

 
 
 
 

 
Mon 3rd Feb 

Beginners chess 
club Yrs 1-6                     

3-4pm 
 

Football club  
Yrs 1-3 
3-4pm 

 
 

Tues 4th Feb 
Intermediate                    
Chess club                    

Yrs 1-6                                
3-4pm 

 
Year 1-4                          

multisports club                      
3-4pm 

 
Irish Dancing                    

5-8pm  
 
 

Wed 5th Feb 
 

Year 3-6                    
Racket sports 

3-4pm 
 

Thurs 6th Feb 
 

Yrs 3-6 
Football 
3-4pm 

 
Yrs 1-3 

Craft club with 
Miss Simmonds 

3-4pm 
 

Netball League 
match vs                       

Hermitage (away) 
 
 

Fri 7th Feb 
 

No running club 
 
 
 

Attendance 
Attendance this week 
was 94.3%.  
 
This week’s top class for 
attendance is Year 3 
with 99.3% attendance.                                       
Well done Year 3!  

Exclusion period after 
illness 
Can I please remind you that if 
your child vomits or has                                
diarrhea, they should not return 
to school for a minimum of 48 
hours from the last incident. This 
is VERY important in preventing 
the spread of further 
infection to children 
and staff. Thank you 
for you support.  

Pupil attendance to date: 94.3%.   Target 97% 





31st January 2025 

Netball news 
St Helens 0 v St Catherine 20 

 
Well done to our INCREDIBLE netball team, who remain                 
unbeaten this season and without conceding a single goal. 
What an achievement! 
 
The girls got off to a quick start against St Helens, scoring 5 
goals in the first quarter. Great defending saw us withstand the 
St Helens counter attacks. The final quarter was St Catherines 
in full flow, scoring 7 without reply.   
 
The team (who top the netball League) now go into their last 
game of the season against Hermitage (away) with the chance 
to defend our League title. Please come along and support the 
team. 
 
Player of the match: Sadie 
 
Team: Emmie, Sophia, Amira Kate, Karolina, Katherine, Sadie, 
Victoria, Noelle 
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Pupil attendance to date: 94.3%.   Target 97% 



In our recent English lessons, Year 6 had the exciting opportunity to                  
explore the vibrant world of colours through the poetry of Grace Nichols. 
One poem, in particular, inspired us—a dazzling piece that celebrated 
the richness and diversity of colours. Fuelled by this inspiration, the                   
children penned their own poems, imaginatively capturing their favourite 
colours and the feelings they evoke. 
To deepen our understanding of colours, we transitioned into our Art                    
lessons, studying striking paintings from renowned artists such as                  
Wassily Kandinsky, Piet Mondrian, and Pablo Picasso. The children                                        
observed how these artists used shapes and colours to express emo-
tions, prompting them to think creatively about their own artistic styles. 
As a culmination of this project, the students created their own paintings, 
using bold shapes and colours, just like the artists they admired. This 
seamless integration of English and Art not only enhanced their learning 
experience but also nurtured their creativity. The results were truly                    
spectacular, showcasing each student's unique expression and                                  
interpretation of colour. 
Mrs Reardon 

Poetry/ Art collaboration in Year 6 



On a bright and sunny day, Year 3 set off on an exciting adventure to the British 
Museum. This was our first time using public transport for a school trip, as we                      
travelled on the Elizabeth Line. 
 
When we arrived, we put our bags down and went straight to the Roman Britain                  
exhibition. It was fascinating to see real artefacts from the past, including pieces of 
an amphitheatre wall, ancient sarcophagi, and the famous Vindolanda tablets with 
Latin inscriptions. We also explored everyday Roman objects, such as pottery and 
beautiful necklaces, which helped us imagine what life was like in Roman Britain. 
 
After the exhibition, we attended a special lecture in the museum’s auditorium led 
by an archaeologist. The talk, How Roman Was Roman Britain?, gave us insight 
into how Iron Age Britain changed under Roman rule. We learned so much and 
asked lots of great questions. 
 
Throughout the day, everyone behaved brilliantly and represented St Catherine’s 
School with pride. It was a fantastic trip, and we are looking forward to more                            
adventures like this in the future! 
 
Mr Reardon 

Year 3 British Museum trip  



31st January 2025 

Running club news 
Well done to our runners, 
who braved VERY muddy 
conditions today to get                
another session of hard                   
running under their belts.  
 
We had 17 children training 
today, which is fantastic with 
just 2 full months left before 
team selection. 
This week’s runners of the 
week were Erin and Elia for 
knocking huge chunks off 
their personal best times. Mr 
Papini and I were so                               
impressed at the whole 
squad. Things are looking 
VERY promising for the 
Cross Country                              
Championships in April. 
 
Please note! 
There will be no running 
club next week as Mr 
Doherty is away at a                              
Deanery Headteachers 
meeting.  
 
 

Football news 
Unfortunately                  
Ryefield had to postpone                
this weeks game due to a 
waterlogged pitch. 
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Pupil attendance to date: 94.3%.   Target 97% 

Runners of the week—Elia and Erin 



31st January 2025 

Can you help? 
We are looking for some 
help in dismantling our                    
woden gazebo on the rear 
playground on Saturday 1st 
March from 12 noon. With 
enough help it shouldn’t take 
more than an hour. If you are 
available to help please 
speak to the office or email 
office@stcatherine.co.uk 
 
Many thanks in advance 
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Excellent writing 
Well done to Domas in Year 
6, who was sent to see me 
with his OUTSTANDING              
writing. The children wrote 
fictional letters to Ernest 
Shackleton, applying for the 
position of Doctor on his ship 
Endurance. I have to say that 
it read beautifully and was 
written in the style of the early 
1900s. This links to their               
current history topic on                        
explorers. Super stuff.  

Pupil attendance to date: 94.3%.   Target 97% 



31st January 2025 

Budding writer 

I had a lovely visit from                 
Beatrix in Year 3, who                     
wanted to show me her                 
writing that she has been              
doing independently at 
home. Beatrix is writing a 
book based upon the                       
adventures of three toys 
(Alexa, Kaytie and Stacy) 
who get thrown away by 
their owners. It is so lovely to 
see our children pursuing 
their interests away from the 
classroom and putting the 
skills learnt at school to such 
good use. Well done Beatrix.  
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     Write on!       

Well done to Kristian, Lukas and 
Elizabeth in Year 2, who were 
sent to see me with wonderful                     
diary entrys inspired by their 
class book ’Ossiri and the Bala 
Mengro’. The book is about a 
Traveller girl who creates her 
own musical instruments from a 
willow branch and lots of recycled 
materials and awakens an ogre 
with the noise she makes. I was 
so very impressed at the                   
children’s use of adjectives, in 
particular when describing                       
meeting the Bala               
Mengro.    
 

 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.3%.   Target 97% 



The attached flyer was sent home with the children this week. BE ACTIVE 
will be in school every day of half term. The more children that attend the 
more the school receives. Thank you.  



Is your child interested in learning a musical instrument. 
The Hillingdon Music Service currently have spaces for 
new musicians. Please see letter below….. 



https://amzn.eu/12fuUtV 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
The school has opened an Amazon Wish list                       
account to enable us to provide even more for 
our children in school. Please see link at bottom 
of page. There is also a link on the ‘Quick Links’ 
section on the homepage of the school website.  
 
If you, or friends or family, are able to                             
contribute please do so. 
 
Once again your support is greatly                          
appreciated.  
 
Mr Doherty 



Our prayer for January is the Jubilee prayer. 2025 is a Jubilee year in 
the Catholic Church. Pope Francis asks us to be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ 
who work together to make the world a better place by loving God 
more, loving each other more and loving creation more.   
 
Please make this a prayer that you say with your children at home 
during January and throughout the year.  



WOW Walk to school challenge 







 
 
Friday 14th February: Wear red own clothes day—donations to the 
Brompton Fountain charity 
 
Monday 17th February—Friday 21st Feb: Half term  
 
Saturday 1st March—Girls Netball Rally 
 
Tuesday 4th March—FSCS Sponsored pancake flip 
 
Thursday 6th March—World Book Day 
 
Saturday 8th March—Mixed Netball Rally 
 
Saturday 15th March  - Community Stay and Play morning 
 
Wednesday 19th March—Junior Citizen event at Brunel (Year 6) 
 
Tuesday 1st April—Parents Evening (3.30pm-5.30pm) 
 
Wednesday 2nd April—FSCS Easter Egg Hunt  
 
Thursday 3rd April: Year 6 Passion Play at 9am 
 
Thursday 3rd April—Parents Evening (4pm-7pm)  
 
Thursday 3rd April—Borough Cross Country 
 
Friday 4th April—Last Day of term 
 
Tuesday 22nd April—Back to school / start of Summer term 
 
 

Important future diary dates 


