
13th December 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week, in whole school                                 
assembly,  I spoke with the                           
children about this half terms pillar of 
Catholic Social Teaching -                    
Preferential Option for the Poor.        
 
‘Preferential option’ means allowing 
someone to have the first choice. It 
means giving someone the best that 
is available; not just the scraps or 
leftovers. 
God calls us to look out for those in 
need and work hard to support them 
and provide them with the best we 
can. 
 
I told the children the story of St                        
Oscar Romero and how he spoke up 
for the poor of El Salvador, where a 
small number of people had lots of 
power and wealth while everybody 
else had very little.  
Romero predicted his own death at 
the hands of those he criticised and 
asked those that followed him to be  
‘God’s microphone’.                                                          
As a community we are asked  to 
look out for those that suffer and 
those that have no voice and speak 
up for them.   
 
’It is not God’s will for some to have 
everything and others to have                            
nothing’ (Oscar Romero).  
  
Have a lovely 
and peaceful 
weekend                        
everybody. 
 

Mr Doherty 
 
 
 
 

Mon 16th Dec 
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
Year 4,5 6                    

multisports                     
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Lego 

club     
3-4pm 

 
 

Tues 17th Dec 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 

Irish Dancing                    
5-8pm  

 
 

Wed 18th Dec 
 

Christmas lunch 
and Christmas 

jumper/                                
Accesorize day 

 
Year 4,5,6                    
football 
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Arts 

and Crafts                          
3-4pm 

 
 
 

Thurs 19th Dec 
 

Last day of term 
 

School finishes 
at 1.30pm 

 
 
 

School finish time 
A reminder that school finishes 
at 1.30pm on Thursday. There 
will be NO Year 1,2,3 football 
club on Thursday. 
 
After school club will run from 
1.30pm—4.30pm on the last 
day of term. 
 

Christmas jumper day 
This Wednesday is                    
Christmas lunch day. The 
children can also wear a 
Christmas jumper or                
Christmas                        
accessory on 
the day if they 
wish. Classes 
doing PE can 
accessorize 
their PE kit and /or wear a 
jumper too.  
 
Singing at Church 
The children have been                       
invited to sing with the 
Church at the 11am Mass 
this Sunday. It would be 
lovely to see as many                    
children there as possible.  

 
  

 
 
 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.6%.   Target 97% 





Christmas party time! 
  

Next week the children, in each class, will be 
having a Christmas party. Children can wear 
their own clothes to school on their party 

day.  
 
 

Monday 16th  - Year 4 
 

Wednesday 18th— Year 3* and Year 1 and 2 
 

Thursday 19th  - Year 5 and 6, Nursery and 
Reception 

 
 

 
 
 

 
* Year 3 have will still have PE on Wednesday. Please make sure 
your child has trainers in school so they can take part. They will 

not need to change into PE kit.  



Dear parents and carers, 
 
Please find attached PE timetable for next term. 
You should ensure that your child is in PE kit on 
the  day of their PE lesson. 



 Reception Nativity 

 
Thank you to Reception for their INCREDIBLE Nativity play about 
the star that could not shine. Well all I can say is that the children 
certainly shone! A huge thank you to Mrs Phaure and Miss Hatzi 
for preparing the children so well and also to our our Year 5 and 6 
children for their narration and for helping as stage crew. The 
singing, signing, dancing and acting were of the highest standard. 
We expect nothing less at St Catherines! Well done children and 
thank you to all of our families who attended the performances 
this week. You made this year’s Nativity extra special by being 
there.   
 
 
 
 



 Yr 3 Verulamium trip 
 
This week, Year 3 visited Verulamium in St Albans, diving into the fascinating world of the 
Romans. The day began with an exciting artefact workshop led by a real archaeologist. 
The children examined Roman artefacts such as a strigil, a Roman amphora, and building 
materials. The archaeologist praised the class for their impressive knowledge and excellent 
behaviour. 
At the interactive Verulamium Museum, the children explored mosaics, wrote their names 
in Latin, and discovered artefacts like Roman oil lamps, gaining a vivid insight into Roman 
life. It was a captivating experience that made history come alive. 
Outside, they visited the Roman wall and hypocaust, where some even found Roman coins 
- true budding archaeologists! 
The day ended with a well-deserved treat at the playground. Year 3 represented St.                             
Catherine’s School beautifully, showing enthusiasm, curiosity, and a love for learning 
throughout the trip. 
Mr. Reardon 

 
 
 
 
 



 Yr 6 at the Houses of Parliament 

 

Year 6 had an exciting trip to Parliament, where they experienced democracy in 
action! The children explored the House of Commons and the House of Lords, 
learning about their roles and how important decisions are made. They were 
thrilled to sit in the public galleries and watch debates happening live in both 
Houses. A special highlight was meeting the Rt Hon John McDonnell, our        
local MP, who shared his journey into politics and inspired the children with his 
stories. He also promised to visit our school soon, which the children are                      
eagerly looking forward to!  
It was a fantastic day that gave our students a deeper understanding of                            
democracy and left them inspired to make a difference in their communities. 
Mrs Reardon 

 
 
 



 Pantomime time! 

 

Thank you to the FSCS for enabling us to provide a                    
Christmas pantomime for our EYFS and KS1 children this 
week. The children had the most wonderful time and as you 
can see there was lots of audience participation.                                        
Our children are so fortunate to have these types of                                  
experiences and we are so thankful to the FSCS and our 
families for supporting their ongoing fundraising efforts.   
 
 
 
 



 Nursery Nativity 

 

Thank you to Nursery for an AMAZING Christmas show. 
These are our youngest children but you wouldn’t have 
known it. The singing, speaking and acting were so                                
impressive. Thank you to Miss Bain and Mrs Walker                                            
especially for all of their hard work with the children this 
term in the classroom and in preparation for the show. The 
children were a credit to you and their families.  
 
 
 
 



13th December 2024 

Chess players 
of the week 

 

Mr Hughes has been                               
delighted at the progress 
of the children in chess 
club this term especially 
with their  development of 
pieces and checkmate 
patterns.  
 
Last week and this 
week’s players of the 
week were: 
 
Cora for her continued 
improvement and a nice 
checkmate. 
 
Tomasz and Katherine for 
their checkmates and           
overall improvement in 
the school rankings.  

Mon 16th Dec 
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
Year 4,5 6                    

multisports                     
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Lego 

club     
3-4pm 

 
 

Tues 17th Dec 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 

Irish Dancing                    
5-8pm  

 
 

Wed 18th Dec 
 

Christmas lunch 
and Christmas 

jumper/                                
Accesorize day 

 
Year 4,5,6                    
football 
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Arts 

and Crafts                          
3-4pm 

 
 
 

Thurs 19th Dec 
 

Last day of term 
 

School finishes 
at 1.30pm 

Attendance 
As we enter the last week 
of term can I please                      
remind you all of the                        
importance of attendance. 
There are lots of extra                   
curricular activities 
planned but the children 
next week but they will stiil 
have lessons too and 
should be at school. Let’s 
instill good habits from an 
early age.   
 
This week’s top class for 
attendance is AM and PM 
Nursery with 100%                                       
attendance. WOW! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.6%.   Target 97% 





13th December 2024 

Irish dancing                       
successes 

On Saturday the Caulfield Academy 
(who run Irish Dancing lessons in 
school on Tuesdays) held a Feis at 
St Catherines.  
 
I was so proud to see some of our                       
current and past pupils performing 
so well and receiving awards. 
 
Well done to Kourtney, Calley Ann,                
Mason and Madison.    

Runner of the Week 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Marilyn who was 
runner of the week.                  
Today was Marilyn’s first time 
with our squad and she ran a 
spectacular time of 5 minutes 20 
for 1200m. Unbelieveble! We 
have another star in the making! 
This was the last running club                     
of the term and I wanted to say a 
massive thank you to Mr Papini 
for coaching the children and to 
the children themselves for their 
continued hard work. Looking 
forward to starting up again in 
January. 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.6%.   Target 97% 



13th December 2024 

Perfect poetry 
Well done to the                       
children in Year 3 who 
were sent to see me 
with their wonderful                     
poetry this week. The                                     
children had been        
writing poems about 
the things they would 
put into a magic box 
and used super                        
similes to describe 
their choices. Great 
work children.  

Mon 16th Dec 
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
Year 4,5 6                    

multisports                     
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Lego 

club     
3-4pm 

 
 

Tues 17th Dec 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 

Irish Dancing                    
5-8pm  

 
 

Wed 18th Dec 
 

Christmas lunch 
and Christmas 

jumper/                                
Accesorize day 

 
Year 4,5,6                    
football 
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Arts 

and Crafts                          
3-4pm 

 
 
 

Thurs 19th Dec 
 

Last day of term 
 

School finishes 
at 1.30pm 

                         

Pupil attendance to date: 94.6%.   Target 97% 

KS2 Pantomime 
Can I please remind 
the parents/carers of 
our Year 3,4,5 and 6                          
children that they need 
to be in school for 8am 
on Tuesday. Thank 
you.  



https://amzn.eu/12fuUtV 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
The school has opened an Amazon Wish list                       
account to enable us to provide even more for 
our children in school. Please see link at bottom 
of page. There is also a link on the ‘Quick Links’ 
section on the homepage of the school website.  
 
If you, or friends or family, are able to                             
contribute please do so. 
 
Once again your support is greatly                          
appreciated.  
 
Mr Doherty 







Our prayer for December is the Act of Sorrow. During Advent we                         
repent make things right with God) in preparation for the coming of 
Jesus. Purple is the colour of repentance and is represented in three 
of the candles on the Advent wreath. This is a sorry prayer that all the 
children should know. 
 
Please make this a prayer that you say with your children at home 
during December.  



WOW Walk to school challenge 







 
 
Monday 16th December: FSCS Gift Day 
 
Monday 16th December KS2 Community Carol concert on playground 
at 6pm 
 
Tuesday 17th December: Years 3-6 pantomime at Lyric theatre                     
Hammersmith (Aladdin). Children to be at school by 8am 
 
Wednesday 18th: School Christmas dinner day and Christmas jumper/
Accesorize day 
 
Thursday 19th December—Last day of term. School                        
       finishes at 1.30pm 
 
 

Important future diary dates 


