
6th December 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Last Sunday we celebrated the 
first Sunday of Advent. In whole 
school assembly we learnt that the 
first candle represents hope.  
 
I told the children the story behind 
Thanksgiving in America (which 
was celebrated at the end of                     
November). It is a story of                    
peoples complete trust in God and 
never giving up hope. They knew 
God would provide because their 
faith was so strong. 
 
Please ask your children what 
they remember from the story                 
especially about the fish heads! 
 
On Wednesday we had our                       
Advent Penitential. Advent is a 
time when we think about how we 
can prepare ourselves for Jesus’ 
coming. The purple colour of the 
candles is a symbol of repentance 
and turning back to God. In our 
Advent Penitential we said sorry 
for the times we have failed to 
make good choices and promised 
to try even harder to be more like 
Jesus.  
 
Have a lovely weekend everybody. 
 

Mr Doherty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 9th Dec 
 

Nursery,                             
Reception, Yrs 1 
and 2 Pantomime 

in school
(Goldilocks) 

 
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
 

Year 4,5 6                    
multisports                     

3-4pm 
 
 

Year 1,2,3 Lego 
club     

3-4pm 
 
 

Tues 10th Dec 
 

End of term 
school Mass at 

9.30am in 
Church 

 
 

Nursery                     
Christmas                     

production for 
parents in school 

hall 10.30am 
 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 
 

Irish Dancing                    
5-8pm  

 
 
 
 

End of term Mass on 
Tuesday 
The school will be                         
celebrating the end of                        
another wonderful term and 
giving thanks at our school 
Mass on Tuesday at 
9.30am in the Church. 
Please join us if you can.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing at Church 
The children have been                       
invited to sing with the 
Church at the 11am Mass 
on 15th December. It would 
be lovely to see as many 
children there as possible.  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 



 KS1 Advent service 

 
Thank you to Years 1 and 2 for starting our Christmas season at St 
Catherines with their Advent service about the tradition of the 
Jesse tree. It was a VERY special evening with wonderful singing, 
signing, acting and speaking. Your teachers and I were so proud of 
you all as were your friends and family.  



Blood, bones and bladders. 
A huge thank you to Dr Hannah Weston-Simons, who came 
in today to talk to KS2 about blood and to read some of 
her poetry to the children. It was such a privilege to have 
her and it was a wonderful way to learn about how special 
our blood is. Please do talk with your children about what 
they learnt today about the spleen, white and red blood 
cells, platelets, the role of our bones in the blood system 
to name just a few of the topics covered. If you would like 
to buy Dr Hannah’s book please follow the link: 
 
ww.bloodbonesandbladders.co.uk  
 
and choose the school visit copy from the online ‘shop’ 
then enter the school and your child’s name and class.              
Having purchased the book myself I can highly recommend 
it. The books will be in school next week if you order 
quickly.  



Thank you to our wonderful FSCS for yet another incredible 
Christmas Fayre today. We are so lucky to have so many                             
volunteers willing to give their time to support the school and help 
us enrich life for the children of St Catherines.  
 
Can I also say a big thank you to all of our parents/carers,                        
families and friends who came along and supported the school by 
spending their money. You are always so generous and it is                      
appreciated more than I can say.  
Mr Doherty 



6th December 2024 

Tree planting workshops  
Thank you to ‘Trees for Cities’ who delivered  tree planting workshops 
to Years 2-6 this week. This was yet another way in which we were 
able to put Catholic Social Teaching into practice by caring for God’s                          
creation. By planting trees we benefit the whole community. Talk with 
your children about the benefits of planting trees. This formed a big 
part of the workshops.  

 



6th December 2024 Wed 11th Dec 
 

Reception class 
Nativity                           

performance for                     
parents and       

family at 9.30am 
in school hall 

 
 

School football 
match—Cup 
game vs St                    
Bernadettes 

 
 

Year 4,5,6                    
football 
3-4pm 

 
 

Year 1,2,3 Arts 
and Crafts                          

3-4pm 
 
 
 
 

Thurs 12th Dec 
 

Year 3 trip to 
Verulamium 

 
 

Reception class 
Nativity                           

performance for                  
parents and        

family at 2pm in 
school hall 

 
Year 1,2,3                        

football club                   
3-4pm 

 
 
 

Friday 13th Dec 
 

Running squad 
training with                  

Mr Papini and Mr 
Doherty 

 

Carol singing for the 
UCM  

Thank you to Year 4 who sang beautifully at the UCM 
(Union of Catholic Mothers) coffee morning this week. 
One of the pillars of Catholic Social Teaching is 
‘Community and Participation’. I can think of few better 
examples of this than sharing our children’s talents 
with the members of such a special Church group.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



6th December 2024 Mon 9th Dec 
 

Nursery,                             
Reception, Yrs 1 
and 2 Pantomime 

in school
(Goldilocks) 

 
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
 

Year 4,5 6                    
multisports                     

3-4pm 
 
 

Year 1,2,3 Lego 
club     

3-4pm 
 
 

Tues 10th Dec 
 

End of term 
school Mass at 

9.30am in 
Church 

 
 

Nursery                     
Christmas                     

production for 
parents in school 

hall 10.30am 
 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 
 

Irish Dancing                    
5-8pm  

PSD 
Pokemon 
football 

tournament 
Thank you to the PSD 
team who invited us to 
take part in the Pokemon                        
football cup at Uxbridge 
FC. What a wonderful                          
opportunity for our team to 
play at a very special                      
venue. Unfortunately we 
didn’t manage to win a 
game in our group. The 
standard was                                          
exceptionally high. Well 
done team for your efforts 
and thank you to Mr Lynam 
and Mr Casse for coaching. 

Make do and 
mend project   

 
 
 
 

 
 
This week 
Year 6 were 
making Christmas tree            
decorations by stitching 
scraps of fabric. I think 
you’ll agree these look 
amazing. This was a                   
Design project linked to 
their current  history topic 
on World War 2.  



6th December 2024 

Christmas story 
writing 

Well done to Simon and 
Arthur in Year 1, who 
were sent to see me by a 
VERY proud Miss Hobbs 
for their wonderful                       
recount of Mary and                 
Joseph’s journey to     
Bethlehem from                   
Nazareth. I was also 
VERY impressed by how 
much they wanted to tell 
me about what they had 
learnt. I could barely get 
a word in edgeways! Well 
done boys!   

Wed 11th Dec 
 

Reception class 
Nativity                           

performance for                     
parents and       

family at 9.30am 
in school hall 

 
 

School football 
match—Cup 
game vs St                    
Bernadettes 

 
 

Year 4,5,6                    
football 
3-4pm 

 
 

Year 1,2,3 Arts 
and Crafts                          

3-4pm 
 
 
 
 

Thurs 12th Dec 
 

Year 3 trip to 
Verulamium 

 
 

Reception class 
Nativity                           

performance for                  
parents and        

family at 2pm in 
school hall 

 
Year 1,2,3                        

football club                   
3-4pm 

 
 
 

Friday 13th Dec 
 

Running squad 
training with                  

Mr Papini and Mr 
Doherty 

Playtime snacks 
Can I please remind parents 
that we encourage the                       
children to have a breaktime 
snack. This snack must be 
fruit or vegetables.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



6th December 2024 

TTRS Battle of the 
Classes 

This week Years 5 and 6 and 
Years 3 and 4 have been  
engaged in battle on Times 
Table Roackstars. Here are 
the results:  
Y6 won against Y5  (1521 to 
1293). The top player was 
Alexandra from Yr 5 with 
24,240 points and close     
second Amira-Kate Brown 
with 24,124 points. 
 
Yr 4 won against Yr 3 (1519 
to 409). The top player was 
Artur from Yr 4 with 17,561 
points and Clyde second 
with 7,498 points. 
 
Well done children and keep 
practicing your times tables 
whenever you can.  

Mon 9th Dec 
 

Nursery,                             
Reception, Yrs 1 
and 2 Pantomime 

in school
(Goldilocks) 

 
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
 

Year 4,5 6                    
multisports                     

3-4pm 
 
 

Year 1,2,3 Lego 
club     

3-4pm 
 
 

Tues 10th Dec 
 

End of term 
school Mass at 

9.30am in 
Church 

 
 

Nursery                     
Christmas                     

production for 
parents in school 

hall 10.30am 
 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 
 

Irish Dancing                    
5-8pm  

Bottle donation/ non 
uniform day 

Thank you to all of the                            
families who sent bottles in 
today for the Christmas 
Fayre. Your generosity                        
is, once again, greatly                        
appreciated.     

 

     

 

 

Pantomime permission                     
letter and lunch order  

Can I please remind you to 
return the pantomime                            
permission letter and lunch 
order, which was sent via 
ParentPay on 25th November 
to all the parents of KS2 (Yrs 
3,4,5 and 6) children. Thank 
you.  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There wouldn't be Christmas without a Christmas tree !! Today was a festive and                       
creative day as we embraced the magic of Christmas!                                                                          
 
The children gathered to make their own enchanted Christmas trees, using paint, 
golden paper, and tinsel. They eagerly experimented with mixing and blending various 
colours, creating unique shades that brought their trees to life.                                                          
 
It was a joyful, hands-on celebration of Christmas spirit as each tree took shape,                                  
becoming a personal work of holiday art. A heartfelt thank you to all the parents who 
patiently waited for their children to finish. Your support means the world to both 
them and me. 
 
Mrs Kowalska 

 
 
 
 
 



  

ROAD TO RIAT STEM 
GLIDER CHALLENGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This week Year 6 took part in the live event: `RAF Glider 
Challenge`. They had to design,create and test a glider in 
teams of two and determine what type of aircraft was the 
best design  to achieve the longest distance.  
 
The winners of the class competition were Amira-Kate and 
Victoria with their gliders travelling  a huge 8.86 meters. 
Peter and William were a close 2nd with 8.81 metres! Well 
done children.  
 
Thank you to the RAF and the Smallpiece Trust for the           
opportunity to take part in the challenge, which was free 
of charge and gives our children the chance to experience 
purposeful STEM (Science , Technology, Engineering and 
Maths) activities.  









https://amzn.eu/12fuUtV 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
The school has opened an Amazon Wish list                       
account to enable us to provide even more for 
our children in school. Please see link at bottom 
of page. There is also a link on the ‘Quick Links’ 
section on the homepage of the school website.  
 
If you, or friends or family, are able to                             
contribute please do so. 
 
Once again your support is greatly                          
appreciated.  
 
Mr Doherty 







Our prayer for December is the Act of Sorrow. During Advent we                         
repent make things right with God) in preparation for the coming of 
Jesus. Purple is the colour of repentance and is represented in three 
of the candles on the Advent wreath. This is a sorry prayer that all the 
children should know. 
 
Please make this a prayer that you say with your children at home 
during December.  



WOW Walk to school challenge 







 
Mon 9th Dec: Pantomime  (Goldilocks) in school for Nursery,                       
       Reception, Yrs 1 and 2 
 
Tuesday 10th December: End of term Christmas Mass in Church at 
9.30am 
 
Tuesday 10th December: Nursery Christmas Production for parents 
at 10.30am 
 
Wednesday 11th December: Reception Nativity performance at  
9.15am 
 
Thursday 12th December: Year 3 trip to Verulamium 
 
Thursday 12th December: Reception Nativity performance at 2pm 
 
Monday 16th December: FSCS Gift Day 
 
Monday 16th December KS2 Community Carol concert on playground 
at 6pm 
 
Tuesday 17th December: Years 3-6 pantomime at Lyric theatre                     
Hammersmith (Aladdin) 
 
Wednesday 18th: School Christmas dinner day 
 
Thursday 19th December—Last day of term. School                        
       finishes at 1.30pm 
 
 

Important future diary dates 


