
25th October 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In Monday’s assembly we heard Jesus’ 
disciples (James and John) asking                      
Jesus if they could sit at his right and 
left hand in heaven. 
 
They wanted to be considered as great 
but Jesus reminds his followers that to 
be truly ‘great’ you must be a servant to 
others.  

I reminded the children about Pope 
Francis who is a Jesuit and believes 
strongly in helping others.  
 
When he arrives in a new country he 
will ask to visit prisons before anywhere 
else and here he will wash the feet of 
inmates. He is an example to us all. He 
is he leader of over 1.4 billion               
Catholics worldwide and chooses to 
wash the feet of society’s outcasts. 
 
This half term I have asked the children 
to try to be especially helpful at home.              
If your child is exceptionally helpful over 
the half term please let me know by 
emailing the office or sending in a note 
on the first day back. I would love to 
know if the children are walking the 
walk and not just talking the talk! 
 
Have a lovely half term everybody.                                                               
 
Mr Doherty 

 

 

 

Mon 4th Nov 
 

Back to school  
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
Year 4,5 6                    

multisports                     
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Lego 

club    3-4pm 
 

Irish Dancing                     
6-8pm 

 
 
 

Tues 5th Nov 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 

Relationship and 
Health                            

Education           
Workshop at 

6pm 
 
 
 

Wed 6th Nov 
 

Year 4,5,6                    
football 
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Arts 

and Crafts                          
3-4pm 

 
School football 
match away vs 

St Helens 
 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.   Target 97% 

Attendance 
Attendance this week is at 
94.7%. Down 0.6% from last 
week.  
 
Year 3 are this weeks top class 
for  the second week in a row 
with 97.5% attendance. Well 
done Year 3! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 

Parents Evening 
Thank you to all of our parents and 
carers who attended Parents                     
Evening this week. It was lovely to 
see you all and we hope you found 
meeting your child’s class teacher                    
helpful in informing you about your 
child’s progress and how you can 
support them moving forward.                            
Thank you also to our teachers, 
who have had a very long half term 
and some late evenings this week. 
Your continued work for the                              
children day in and day out is                            
valued more than I can say. In a 
week when I have spoken to the 
children about service there is no 
better example than their class 
teachers and our incredible                  
support staff.    



https://amzn.eu/12fuUtV 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
The school has opened an Amazon Wish list                       
account to enable us to provide even more for 
our children in school. Please see link at bottom 
of page. There is also a link on the ‘Quick Links’ 
section on the homepage of the school website.  
 
If you, or friends or family, are able to                             
contribute please do so. 
 
Once again your support is greatly                          
appreciated.  
 
Mr Doherty 



25th October 2024  
Thurs 7th Nov 

 
Year 1,2,3                        

football club                   
3-4pm 

 
EYFS Maths 

workshop @ 6pm 
 
 

Fri 8th Nov 
 

Running squad 
training with Mr 
Papini and Mr 

Doherty  
3-4pm  

 
 
 
 

Sat 9th Nov 
 

Packham                     
Football                         

tournament at 
Ryefield School.  

9.15am 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.   Target 97% 

St Catherine Care for creation litter pick 
In school, this week, each class has been learning about one 
of the 6 pillars of Catholic Social Teaching (Care for               
Creation).  
 
We learnt that when we look after the environment it protects 
wildlife from harm and makes people treat our area and God’s 
creation with greater respect. 
As part of our contribution to ‘Care for Creation’ the school will 
be holding a litter pick in the local area on Saturday 16th                              
November starting at 10.30 am on the school playground.                            
 
Last year the Union of Catholic Mothers donated litter pickers 
to the school following a request by our Mini Vinnies so the                    
children will not need to handle any litter. We will also                            
provide rubbish bags and high visibility vests for the             
children. If you have your own litter pickers please bring along. 
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the 
day.  
 
Mrs Carter 
(Mini Vinnies Co-ordinator)  



Half term creative homework 
 

This half term our Creative Homework project is 
on our House Saints 

 
All of the children in the school belong to one of four houses: 
St Bernadettes, St Marthas, St Josephs or St George’s. 
 
In Years 1-6 we are asking the children (over half term) to                          
prepare a very short oral presentation about their own house Saint.  
This should last no longer than 2 minutes and must be accompanied 
by a picture/design to symbolise their house Saint.  
The winning designs from each year group will be used as the cover 
for that year groups RE books next year and for displays in school.  
Pictured below are the pictures we currently use.                                                   
This picture/ design might be accompanied by a quote from the 
Saint or one of their important virtues e.g humility (St Bernadette), 
hardworking (St Joseph), courage (St George) , generosity (St                       
Martha)  - see following page. This could form part of their                         
presentation i.e why this virtue is associated with this Saint. Children 
are not to produce powerpoints but may use cue cards. Designs must          
include the Saint’s name and should be no larger than half A4 size and 
portrait.  
 
Reception class are expected to produce a picture with a single                         
sentence/fact about their house Saint.  
 
We ask that the children have their short presentations and pictures 
ready for the first week back after half 
term.  
 
Thank you for your continued support 
 
Mr Doherty 
 



Here are the school virtues associated 
with each of our House Saints: 





25th October 2024 Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.   Target 97% 

Police visit to Nursery, Reception 
and Year 1 

 

Thank you to PC Kang for visiting Nursery, Reception and Year 1 this 
week. He spoke to the children about people that keep us safe and the                     
equipment they use to help them. The children even got to put their 
teachers in handcuffs!  
  
 



25th October 2024 Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.   Target 97% 

Reception Liturgy 
 
Today we welcomed the parents and families of our Reception children 
to a class Liturgy in EYFS.                                                                                             
It was a celebration of the powerful relationship between school and 
home. The children sang beautifully and showed great reverence 
throughout. Thank you to all of the Reception staff who made this                         
special time possible and for all of your hard work this half term with 
some of our youngest children. They were a credit to you and their                   
familys. 

 
 
 
                    
 



25th October 2024 Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.   Target 97% 

Tudor triumphs 
 
In Art, this week, the children in Year 4 have been creating collages of 
the Tudors. This links to their current history topic on the Tudors. 
 
I was so impressed at the standard of the children’s work. Well done 
Year 4. 



25th October 2024 Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.   Target 97% 

Walk to School (October) 
Well done to everyone who is trying to travel to school actively.  
 
Today the children received their Walk to School badges for October. 
 
Currently our most active classes are: 
 

1st—Year 6 (85%)  
 
2nd -Year 3 (82%) 
 
3rd—Year 1 (76%) 
 
Keep up the good work everyone. By reducing our reliance on cars we 
are playing our small part in caring for creation, keeping our children 
safer and also keeping our 
minds and body healthy. 
 
 

The October Walk to School badge 
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Year 6 DT 
Well done to Year 6 for their FABULOUS automatons. This Design and 
Technology project is linked to their History topic on The Victorians. The 
children worked with cams, sliders and axles to create moving toys. 
What impressed me most was how every single one was different.               
Wonderful creativity children. Year 3 got to play with the toys on                       
Thursday and were also VERY impressed.  



Community Stay and Play 
 
Thank you to all of our families and friends who attended last Saturday’s Stay 
and Play. It was especially lovely to meet parents who have not been to our 
school before. The children had lots of fun painting, playing, scooping out                     
pumpkins and listening to ‘Room on the Broom’ being read by our Year 2 teacher 
(Miss Simmonds) wearing her witches hat! A massive thankyou to all the staff 
who gave their time on Saturday, especially Mrs Phaure our chief organiser.  
 



25th October 2024 

Goodbye Miss 
Wiggins 

This week we said                      
goodbye to Miss                       
Wiggins, who is now 
on maternity leave.  

We wish her and her            
family every blessing 
and we can’t wait to 
meet her new baby. 

Please keep Miss                     
Wiggins and baby in 
your prayers.                       

Relationship and Health 
Education workshop 

A reminder that our final 
RSE workshop will be at 
6pm on 5th November. All 
welcome. 

 

 

Mon 4th Nov 
 

Back to school  
 

Advanced chess 
club 3-4pm 

 
Year 4,5 6                    

multisports                     
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Lego 

club    3-4pm 
 

Irish Dancing                     
6-8pm 

 
 
 

Tues 5th Nov 
 

Beginner and                   
intermediate                    
Chess club                      

3-4pm 
 

Year 1,2,3                          
multisports club                      

3-4pm 
 

Relationship and 
Health                            

Education           
Workshop at 

6pm 
 
 
 
 

Wed 6th Nov 
 

Year 4,5,6                    
football 
3-4pm 

 
Year 1,2,3 Arts 

and Crafts                          
3-4pm 

 
School football 
match away vs 

St Helens 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.  Target 97% 

Thank you Mrs Head 

Thank you to Mrs Head for                     
leading the children in prayer 
in Rosary club during the 
month of October. We are so 
fortunate to have volunteers 
willing to give our children 
such special experiences.                          

Thank you also to the                        
children for attending in such 
numbers. Mary, as a mother, 
is very close to children in                        
particular and I am sure she 
will be doing all she can to 
have your prayers answered. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

EYFS maths workshop 
A reminder that our EYFS 
maths workshop will be at 
6pm on Thursday 7th                            
November. This is aimed at 
helping you support your 
child with maths. All welcome. 



25th October 2024 

NCMP (National Child 
Measurement                            
Programme)  

The school nurses will be 
visiting the school on 
19th November to height 
and weight children in 
Reception class and Year 
6 only. A letter will be 
sent via ParentPay with 
further details of the                         
programme to relevant 
parents/carers. If you do 
not wish your child to                      
participate please email 
Mrs Bryant on:                    
welfare@stcatherine.co.uk 

prior to the visit.  

 

 

 

Thurs 7th Nov 
 

Year 1,2,3                        
football club                   

3-4pm 
 
 

EYFS Maths 
workshop @ 6pm 

 
 
 
 

Fri 8th Nov 
 

Running squad 
training with Mr 
Papini and Mr 

Doherty  
3-4pm  

 
 
 
 

Sat 9th Nov 
 

Packham                     
Football                         

tournament at 
Ryefield School.  

9.15am 

Pupil attendance to date: 94.7%.  Target 97% 

Care for Creation                         
Catholic Social Teaching 

Well done to Yaroslav in Year 1 
who was sent to see me with his 
wonderful work on ‘Care for                     

Creation’. The class had to list all 
of the things that they love about 
God’s creation and then had to 
think about ways that they could 

protect it and make things better. 
As we enter the winter months, 
one of Pope Francis’ suggestions 

(which I shared with the                     
children) is that we put on                         
warmer clothes at home before 
turning up the heating. Please 

talk with your children this week 
about the things we can do at 
home and school to look after 
creation. They should have lots 

of ideas! 
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Crafty Kids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 

Mrs K (one of our amazing 
team of teaching staff) is 
now running an arts and 
crafts club on Saturdays in 
the Southlands Art Centre.  
 
Please see attached flyer 
and support Mrs K with her 
new venture.  



Our prayer for October is the Hail Mary. October is the month of the Rosary so 
this is a prayer that the children need to pray this very special dedication to 
Mary. The Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is October 7th.  







WOW Walk to school challenge 





 
Mon 28th Oct—1st Nov: Half term 
 
Tuesday 5th November: Relationship and Health Education workshop 
         for parents 
 
Thursday 7th November: EYFS maths workshop at 6pm in school 
 
Saturday 16th November: St Catherines Care for Creation litter pick  
       at 10.30am starting on school playground. 
 
Tuesday 19th November: Bag 2 School day 
 
Monday 25th November: St Catherines Feast Day 
 
Monday 25th November: St Catherines Feast Day Mass in church at  
          9.30am 
 
Tuesday 10th December: Nursery Christmas Production for parents 
at 9.15am 
 
Tuesday 10th December: End of term Christmas Mass in Church at 
9.30am 
 
Tuesday 10th December: KS2 carol concert at 6pm on school                   
playground 
 
Wednesday 11th December: Reception Nativity performance at 
9.15am 
 
Wednesday 11th December: School Christmas Dinner day 
 
Thursday 12th December: Reception Nativity performance at 2pm 
 
Tuesday 17th December: Years 3-6 pantomime at Lyric theatre Ham-
mersmith (Aladdin) 
 
Thursady 19th December—Last day of term. School finishes at 
1.30pm 
 
 

Important future diary dates 


